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| To the Right Honourable = bi 2 
Sir JAMES EDW ARDS; 
LORD MAYOR of Lonpox, 

mn And to the kw Wig 
Court of ALDE RM E N- 


Right Honourable, 


DRM Hit the terms are upon which our 
| f& Church bath ſtood, with the Church 

of Rome, ſince the Reformation, 
© and how well it hath acquitted it ſelf in 
the matters diſputed betwixt us, us very 
well known to the World. But notwith- 


been a principal one, and given our Adverſaries both the 
confidence to ſet upon us: afreſh, and alſo an opportunity 
0 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
-of fo doing with greater ſecurity, is what no one can be 
oo of. Thus, #s one evident; Cauſe of our preſent 
nger, - and what we can therefore never hope to avoid, 
withokbuniting upon. {ame common Prauciple and Foundati- 
oh. * Te is this that I have endeavoured to point and make 
out in the enſuing Diſcourſe, with what ſucceſs 1 muſt 
leave others to pk - but which Ihope may be the better re- 
ceived as it had your Approbation, and hath now your 
Order and defire to have it made more publick. Ta obe- 
ditnte to which 1 have ventured it abroad, that I may 
{5 Ys 5 117 4 90 Fn of ek ge ae ee 
thereby publiſh bow much T am, 


Right Honourable, 
WARES Your hamble ſervant 
i leis | FR: TJobn Williams. 
4 wy | 
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ErHes. 1v. 16. 


From whom the whole body fitly joyned toge- 
ther, and compatted by that which every 
Joynt ſupplieth, according to the effetual 
working in the meaſure of every part, ma- 
keth _— the body, unto the edifying 
of it ſelf mn love. Ws 


4 N the beginning of this Chapter the 
Apoſtle doth exhort the Epheſians to 
the Chriſtian duty of Charity ; and 
chat he may comewpon them with 
6 the greater advantage, doth make 
ule of leyeral Arguments go inforce it, v. 4 5,6. 
taken from the ſtate they are in, and'the profeſſion 
they are of; that there 1s one Body of which they are 
members, one Spirit by which they are quickned, 
one 
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one Hope of Eternal Life by which they are excited, 
one Lord whom they profeſs to. obey,. one-Faith-and 
 Formof belief that they imbrace, one Baptiſm by 
which they are initiated jnco the Church, and one 
God whom they do depend upon, and from whom 
they.do receive all Temporal and Spiritual gifts 
ind bleflings. And whereas it may, be thought that 
thevariety of Gifts and Officers inthe Church ſhould 
miniſter to contention, he: adds, that however 
they may be abuſed, and the perſons in thoſe cir- 
cumſtances may happen to pervert them, yet as they 
were- primarily intended by Chriſt the diſpenſer 
and dilpoſer. of all for the'order,- the: ſafety, and 
the: Edification, of, the Church, ſo they do make 
much for'it, v. 11, 12, 13; 14..For itis from him 
that the, whole body fitly joyned together and tompaFted, &c. 
maketh-increaſe of: the body, &c<.' + 


- 


.. 'In which words there is a, compariſon implyed 
betwixtthe Natural body,and the Chriſtian Church, 
called the body of Chriſt, v. 12. that as the Natural 
body doth conſiſt of- ſeveral parts, and thoſe parts 
haye a dependence upon the.head, and are, ſo. fich 
compacted and unjted among chemſelves;tharthere 
is- 2. diftribuciongof nouriſhment to all of them ac- 
cording totheir meaſure and capacity : So there is 
in the Church. (1.) a. Supream power. in Chriſt the 
Head, (2.) a due ſubordination of the ſeveral parts 
ro the Head; (3.) a ftrift relation berwixt thele ſe- 
veral parts. to the. Head and to eachother, ( 4.) a 


deriya- 
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derivation 'of all neceſſary ſupply. from the' Head? 
and from eachi\communicarted to the other -accord- 
ing to their meaſure, proportion and relation. ' ' 
All that-1 thall at prelent' take notice of from 
hence, 1s, J3 ee 
1. The firmneſs of theunion that is to be amongſt 
Chriſtians, they are joyned and compatted together ; 
not only as they are at large members of the Ca- 
tholick Church, called here the whole Body, but-alfo 
as they are more firictly combined, according' to 
the places of their reſidence, in particular Societies 
and Churches; having Officers to guide and mini- 
ſter unto them, and Laws by which they regulate 
themſelves in ſuch Combinations: This I rake to 
be Gignified in this verſe, (1) inthe phraſe 4 ions 
«73, every Joynt,: Which I conceive hath reſpe&t'to 
the Officers of the Church; whether-extraordinary; 
as Apoſtles, Prophets and Evangeliſts; or ordinary, 
as Paſtors and "Teachers, v. 11. which the Apoftle 
ſaith, v. 12. were =egs * xg-7pkouey, for the perfeing 
and compacting of the Saints, and. upon whom the 
gifts did primarily delcend for the edifymy-of the -body 
of, Chriſt, v. 12. Thele are as Ligaments.and-Joynts 
ro the body,that do moye, ſtrengthen, preſerve,and 
ſecure it, (2.) [t's further ſignified in the phraſe 
Xgq'v pps, every part, by which I conceive is to be 
underſtood, with reſpe& tothe limbs of a Natural 
body, the particular Churches which Chriſtians 
according to their conyenience of abode and affairs 
B 2 were 


werecalt and diſtributed into. And this I the rather 
think, becauſe I find particular Chriſtians called of. 
ten in, Scripture pin members of Chriſt, 1 Cor. xii. 
26, 27. But this word weers, part, is never ſo ap- 
plied to any particular perſon ; and when on other 
occaſions it is made uſe of, it conſtantly hath a re- 
ſpe& to number and multitude, as, 4&s xxiii. 6. 
one part were Jews,8&c. And this may further be pre- 
ſamed from what the Apoſtle ſaith, Chap.ii. 19,20. 
where after he had ſpoken of the Catholick Church, 
of, whichall Chriſtians are fellow-Citizens, he pro- 
ceeds. to- their particular union as a Chriſtian 
Church in that place, v. 22. In whom ye alſo are built 
tegether for an habitation of God through'the Spirit. 

.-:+» Here is the advantage of ſuch an union, it 
wmaketh increaſe of the body; and is for the preſervati- 
ono it, as ver. 14. doth imply, that we henceforth be 
10 more children toſſed to. and fro, and carried about with 
every wind of dofrine,&c. which was to be prevented 
by. che compacting the Sainrs together, ver. 1 2. 

.; {From what hath been-hitherco ſaid I obſerve, 

' . That a confticurion or fixed order in the 
Church doch make much for the increaſe and ſafety 
of ic, and is neceflary rowards the propagating and 
curing of- Religion. 

24; That a conſtiturion which takes in theſe ends 
to be tegarded.: I ſhall ar this cime chiefly apply 
my felt.co the latter, viz; the _— of Religion, 
and 1 ſhall do ic in this following order. 

| 1. By 


lo ener EE rats 
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1. By ſhewing thac the preſervation of a Church 
and Religion, is mainly depending upon a ſetled 
Order and Conſtitution. = T 

2. By conſidering what that Conſtitution is, 
particularly with reſpect to our felves, in this Na- 
cion, and our preſent circumſtances. 

3- By ſhewing what regard is to be given to ſuch 
a Conftitation, and how far it's the intereſt of eve- 
ry true Proteſtant to comply with it. 

Firſt, I ſhall ſhew that the preſervation of a Church 
and Religion mainly depending upon a ſetled Order and 
Conſtitution. When | ſpeak of the great ſecurity of 
the Church, the reſpect which it hath therein pri- 
marily to God the prom Patron of it, is to be ſup- 
poſed, who can and will prote& it againſt the moſt 
formidable powers which may threaten and in- 
vade it: And when I ſpeak of other ſecurity, I 
am to be underſtood of Prudential and Rational 


means, and whar is tobe done in that way on out 


part in order thereunto : And of this fort 1 take a 
Conſticution to be. Wirhour this there cannor be a 
Church, i.e. without Laws and Officers for directi- 
on; without having the work 'of thoſe Officers ſer 
forth and deſcribed; and without a people that bear 
ſuch a reſpect to thoſe Officers, and to each other as 
the Laws agreed upon do require. Forif every 

erſon be at liberry ro be what he will and do as 


be pleaſe; 'either co rule or to be ruled, toteach or- 
to be taught, to act oc forbear, the Church would 
| be: 
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benone, and from being like a City:that s compatt 
together, ,it, would be no. better than a field of con- 
tention and'confuſion; 
And.whar particular perſons are with reſpect to 
a Church, ſuch. are particular Churches with re- 
ſpect to the whole ; and therefore as every Chriſti. 
an is to look upon himſelf as a member of the 
Church, and to bear a due reſpect to the body of 
which he 1s : Soare particular Churches as parts of 
a greater body to have a regard to ir. It's for the 
> url edification of every particular Chriſti- 
ani notto ſtandalone, , but to be united to a body ; 
and it's for the ſecurity and advantage of particu- 
lar Churches to draw into more general Combina- 
tions,that ſo they may uponall Emergencies receive 
mutual advice and afliſtance. .And this is to be done 
according to the Nations they are of, the govern- 
ment they are under, the times they arein; which 
kind of combination is uſually known by the 
nameof a National Church, thatis, when there is an 
union of particular Churches under one Common 
Form. This isin it ſelf a thing moſt decent, and 
what, as it doth unite the hearts of a Peopleior Na- 
tion more firmly to one another, fo doth allo:pro- 
vide for their ſecurity : for as all good order doth 
contribute to ſafety; ſo the more general that Or. 
der is, the greater ſecurity muſt redoynd;/from ir. 
And #7 ol ERNAE ſome, may in ſpeculation 
Pleaſe themſelves with particular Churches _ 
ther 
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ther independent. upog qthers; .yet, whenever, 


comes. to practice, -they, are. forced to take othes 
meaſures, andro.enter. jnto larger, Combinations, 
as it happened in New England. And from hence 
it is that the Quakers themſelves how much ſoever 
they pretend to be againſt all Forms, are fallen in. 
to fk a kind of Order, and have ſeveral Laws a- 
mongſt themſelyes, which become binding to the 
reſt, and are more or leſs as extenſive as their party 
is. Whichis therefore in Print complained of by 
ſeveral amongſt them, as Uſurpation and Arbitra- 
ry Impoſition . The uſefulneſs of, 
Order to the purpoſes ſpoken of: is hes? 
what Nature and Reaſon do dictate, brought to light. 

and what inall other Caſes no man Poromnery- x 
doth diſpute ; it's that which brought. © / 
men into Societies, and is the great preſerver of 
them. Ir's that which is the ſafery of Nations, and 
Armies, Cities, and Families; and it would be the 
opinion of all men in the preſent caſe, were but 
their own Religion and Conſtitution to be the. 
meaſure preſcribed. No man can deny, but ifthe 
Nation was all in one way, and. the people all of 
one mind in matters of Religion, ic would beas 
much for our Peace and mutual Satisfaction, our 
Welfareand Security, as it is lovely in it ſelf. And 
then methinks no man ſhould deny but that a Con- 
ſticution of one ſort or another, which may reach 
the general part of the Nation, and lf Bios 
Govern. 


Goverment of it, : doth in irs 
way; andthat it's more for our {afery to have that 
which is2a National Conſtitution than to be with. 
our It. * F. | 

- And this is the more neceſſary in regard of a Po- 
rent Enemy that we have to encounter, againſt 
whom all the force that we can raiſe, and the care 
tharwe'can take will be liccle enough to ſecure us. 
For the Church of Rome is ſo ſtrongly compacted, 
and fo well provided of whatever may ſupport it 
athome, or enlarge ics Conqueſts abroad, char it 
will vie with any Conſticution in the World. There 
15 firſt an Univerſal Head who challengeth the Su. 
pream power over all Churches in the World, 
and whom all in their Communion are bound 
ro acknowledg as ſuch. It's he that hath the 
power of calling Councils, arbitraring Differences, 
paſſing Decrees, granting Diſpenſations, ifluing 
out Indulgences, making Expoſitions, and of bring. 
ing all things to a certainty and determination in 
their Church. Irs he whom all the Biſhops and 
Priefts 'amonagſt them do ſwear particular obedi. 
encero, and which they hold ſo Sacred and Invio- 
hble, that it ſhall cancel all Obligations co, and 
defend them againſt all Impoſitions of any Secular 
Prince whatſoever. It's his Commands all rhe ſe- 
veral Orders of Monks and Friers do obſerve, and 
his pleaftre they arrend; and by their vaſtnumbers 
fpreadrhrough the Chriftian World, and cnn 
| | epen- 


degree tend the ſame 
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dependence which they haveupon him, he hath both 
an opportunity of gaining Intelligence;;- and of: ob- 
raining ordinarily:whathe deligns/wich greater fa- 
cility and ſuccels than any.Prince by his Ambaſſa-: 
dors, Agents and Correlpondents whatſoever. ' For' 
theſe are the conſtant Emiſſaries of the Church,and: 
by whole Generals re{1ding at Rome all-Orders that 
may be for the Common Good, are immediately: 
diſperſed, and-lo Religiouf]y received, that where- 
ever theſe perſons are- ſent they ' immediately: go, 
whatever they are commanded. they our of hand: 
do, which they do with the greater reſolution bend 
themſelves to, as they have caſt. off all Relations, 
and have no expectationstromthem ; .have no'po-; 
ſterity. co take care of, orthat have any.depenidence 
upon them,! and 10 if they miſcarry,cthe miſchief of 
it lights wholly upon themſelves, And: theſe thac 
are choſen. out for that' purpoſe, being perſans of 
inquiſitive and active tempers, capable of look- 
ing into, affairs, conſidering circumſtances, and 
finding our the intereſts, deſigns and inclinations of 
others, and {upplicd with all things that may be ne- 
ceſlary for fuch an undertaking, haye a great adyan- 
rage over any people that are without ſuch Inſtru- 
ments. (2.) There are beſides great prefermerits 
and hopes of gaining them, to whet their Induſtry 
and encourage their endeavours : for thoſe: of all 
kinds that Church doth abound.in, and flowswith 
chat wealth gathered from Firſt Eruits, Tenths, Ap- 

| C peals, 
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peals,' Diſpenſations, Pardons, - Jubilces, Pilgri- 
mages and orher jjnnumerable ways of advantage, 
_ astharnodefignſhall tail for want of (uccour.in that 
kind. (3:) There isaſerled Conformity throughour 
that Church, and all agree in their Service as it's 
now eftablifhr, . that whatever differences there are 
among them, yet They ſeem to be One to others, 
aridaze really to.in what makes for their! own/ad- 
vantage and ſecurity. (4.) They have a-great pow. 
er over-the Laity in the intereſts they make'among 
chem for the reaſons abovelaid ; and by 'obliging 
them ro: Auricular Confeflion, by which their fe- 
cretsare poured mtothe Prieſts boſom, and ſo as 
they are-under a tye:not'to do anything which they 
would nor eroft him: with the knowledgof ; fo if 
they have committed a ſecret to him, dare nor dil- 
oblige him for 'fear he ſhould difcloſe it. By which 
meatis men date not: own' their doubt, or ſo muck 
2s'emtertain a thought of doing otherwiſe than the 
Church will atlow. Laſtly,there are fuch permil. 
fions and allowances. in'their Church, that for the 
fervice and good-of 'it- men may ſhape cheir courſe 
as they pleate, rakeup any Garb, and faſhion them- 
ſelves ro any temper of 'mert or ſtate of people 
whatſoever, for ſuch an end. PM" 
So that from a Church thus Conſtituted, and E 
fabliſhed with Power and Policy, there needs all 
the indiiſtry, conſideration, and unity, that can be 
tapreferye thole that are threatned by it. 2 


And 
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And this without a ſerled general and National 
Conſtitution I ſee not how it may be. We may as 
well think to go out againſt a vererane and well 
diſciplined Hoſt, and hope to overcome them with. 
out any known Orders tobe obſerved, or Officers to 
Lead and Command,asto defend our lelves againſt 
the invaſion of ſo powertul and formed a Church as 
that is. | For had weno Form at all, or were there 
difterenc petty Forms withour ſubmiſſion to one as 
Supream, there would, it's likely, be as many FaCti. 
ons as Forms, and thoſe lo furiouſly contending with 
each other, that the very approach of the Enemy 
would hardly be able to carb the violence with web 
each would bear upon the other : or however there 
could not be that good underſtanding, that necefla- 
ry Intelligence, that ſober advice, that'mutual cate 
foreach orhers ſafety, and that ability to advance it 
as when there is but one. The Adverſary would 
have an opportunity of ſowing diſſenſions, of wid- | 
ning differences,and of injecting the multitude with 
ſuch Principles as ſhould make them a fit prey, for 
his own power, when there is a fir ſeaſon for it. 
From all which the neceſſiry of having a General 
and National Conltiturtion doth appear where it is 
not, and of maintaining one where it is. 
2. I ſhall conſider what that Conſtitution is that may 
beſt preſerve a Church, 'and a Church whoſe welfare 
1s maligned by ſuch an Adverlary as I have before 


deſcribed. And that I ſhall do by laying down ſome 
C 2 Chara- 


I A Sermon reached 
Characters which may belong to ſuch a Conſticuti- 
on, and then by ſearching for ſuch.a Church as may 
' have a Correſpondence tothele Characters. | 
t-- That Conſtitution which is agreeable to Scri- 
prure, and the practice of the Primitive and Uni- 
verſal Church, 1s moſt likely ro. maintain it ſelf a- 
gainft all oppoſition.. For then ic is able to encoun- 
ter an Adverſary. with great advantage, and beat 
him from his ſtrongeſt holds, ſo far as Authority is 
admitted to the deciſton of the Caſe. If we have 
the.Scripture on. our ſide, none can ever 'warranta- 
bly. throw us out of poſſefliion, or make good an 
charge againſt us : ſince whatever we hold ordo by 
vertue of. its. Authority will remain firm and un- 
ſhaken, and which none can touch upon but they 
muſt ſtrike at the Foundation of Truth and'Religi- 
on. . And.if we have the Primitive Church, and 
the Records of the firſt Ages to ſtand by us, as we 
have thereby the beſt Expolitors of Scripture, ſo. 
the beſt Authority next to it; and which nonecan 
wholly reje& without greatraſhnels and arrogance. 
2. That's to be ſuppoſed a Conftitucion of this 
Nature, which the Adverſaries do moſt of all op- 
oſe, and ſeek the downfal of. If we ſee an Enemy 
Rnthe all. his force againſt a particular place, and 
paſling by others with all haſt and diligence imagi- 
nable ſeeks to ſurprize it by Stratagem, or oyer. 
throw it by violence, we may well ſuppale it co be 
of great importance, and. what he is moſt of all: 


appre- 
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apprehenſive of dangerfrom. And if we find the 
Church of Rome always undermining and affault- 
ing ſome particular Eſtabliſhment amongſt us, or 
ſome one Church more than others in the world, 
we have good caule to think ſuch a Church and 
Conſtitution to be confiderable in it ſelf, and what 
is alſo a great affliction and obſtruction to them. 

3. Thar is likely to be a Conſticucion of this kind 
which beſt ſures the Civil Government, that hath 
ſuch a dependence upon it, and. is ſo complicated 
with it, that it cannot cannot carry on a different 
intereſt from, or ſeek the trouble and ruin of the. 
State,but it.muſt alfo trouble and ruin ic ſelf. Where- 
as if theſe two are divided, or have ſeveral Cen- 
ters to reſpect, there will bea continual contention, 
which can end in nothing but deſtruction. 

4- Thar is likely to be a Conſticution for this pur- 
pole which is molt generally ſuted to the temper of 
the people, and which even the greatelt part of Dil. 
{enters will chooſe to dwell under, rather chan ano- 
ther. There cannot be a Conſtirution which all will 
equally like, approve of, andagree in; and ſince a. 
Nacional Conſtitution is neceſſary for our preſerva- 
tion, that which will come neareſt to this is moſt 
eligible. 

5. That Conſtitution may be preſumed to be fit for 
this end which we have had good Experience of and 
know what it's able to do and is ſufficient for. For 
whatever ſemblance another may have of great ver- 

rue 
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rue and ſufficiency, yer nothing can be poſitively 
concluded, becauſe that which hath not been ac all, 
or not fully tried, is very uncertain, and ſo unſafe, 
eſpecially in a dangerous Seaſon. Ir may then be 
what people may as much flight as they did before 
delireit, and as ſoon grow weary of it as before 
they were forward toembrace it. It may come for 
ought we know ro yield the cauſe inſtead of main- 
taining it, and be fo far from reſiſting Popery, that 
it may-be\{wallowed up by ir. 

6. That Conſtitution ſeems moſt fitted to this 
end, which is capable of the beſt conſultation and 
moſt vigorous proſecution ; where the perſons con- 
cerned in preſerving it, neither want Education, 
nor Experience to know what may be for the wel. 
fare of the Church, and have allo a ſufficient 
Power and Authority to provide it. For without 
theſe advantages of training them up in the ways 
of Knowledg and Experience, choſe ro whom the 
care of the Church is commitced would rather ruin 
than preſerve it, rather betray than reſcue it, by 
their weaknels or their ignorance. 

7.1 may add to this, That which hach encourage- 
ments for learning and mduſtry, and ways to bring 
them up in the one, and quicken chem to the other. 
Without theſe, Learning would be ſcarce, and the 

irics of men ſluggiſh and her : and withour 
theſe a Church that is eminenr '--cein, as Rome is, 


would quickly eſpy and make ttierr advantage ; » 
e 
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ſhe hath already done in the Eaſtern/ Churches, 
which in little more thanan Age are almoſt over- 
run by her: And that though they had a ſetled and 
Ancient Conſtitution, and were generally ſuffct. 
ently prejudiced againft che Rowyh Ulurparion ; yer 
what from their poverty, and their ignorance 
(which follows from the former.) The Supremacy: 
of the Pope is now there in very many parts their 
avowed principle. Andif at that diftance they 
have thus far prevailed, they muſt neceffarily meer 
with the like ſucceſs in a Church when nearer to 
them, if Learning be not encouraged by an ho- 
nourable maintenance. - 

8. That Conſtitution is likely ro anſwer this end 
w hich By-ſtanders, and ſo the moft Imparrial per- 
ſons have given their verdict for, and whichehey- 
promiſe themſelves greater ſecurity by., if chey 
could obtain it. | 
9. That is beſt for us which in ſuch a time of 
fear, as this, is moſt likely to create leaſt diftur- 
bance, andexpole us'totheleaſt danger. Fort the 
particular Caſe, now, is to'give us a Rule,and that 
1s beſt cous which will beſt-ſecure ns againſt che 
publick miſchief. | io: 
Having gon thus far to fhew that a ſetl'd National 
and General Conſtitution is neceffary rowards. auit 
preſervation, and to find out fuch Characters as in 
che opinion of all unbyaſſed and confidering perſons 
may fit ſuch a Conſtitution as is beſt for us. I have 
nothing ele to do but to find ont a Conſtitution 
which 
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which may fit thoſe.Chara&ters. But by this time 

you will prevent me in your thoughts, and-perceive 
ow. thelethings do agree with our preſent Conſti- 

tution, and what reaſon we have to maintain it. 

Bur before I proceed to draw the parallel, and 
ſctit before you, I ſhall premiſe 
. Firſt, that weareto take the ſeveral Characters 
before laid down together ,for that is the beſt, which 
all agree in. 

Secondly, That theſe Characters are not to be ap- 
plied ro any fingle part of the Conſticution, bur to 
the whole. For we are not obliged to maintain that 
every particular thing in our Churchis the beſt, and 
that nothing in it can be mended. For it's freely de- 
clared otherwiſe, as particularly in the Commuati- 
on to be uſed the firſt day of Lent. Itis ſufficient 
that the Conſticution is in the whole agreeable to 
thoſe Characters. 

Thirdly, much leſs do I think my felt obliged to 
defend the miſcarriages that may be in the Admini- 
ftration of what belongs to the Conſticution, when 
they flow not from ” Conſtitution it ſelf. For 
| they are the faultsof the perſons, not the faults of 
the Conſtitution. Bur, | 

Fourthly, I ſay that the preſent Conſticution a- 
 mongſt us, beſt ſutes thoſe Characters,and as ir's in 
it ſelf the beſt Conſtitucion that I know of upon the 
face of theEarth, ſo it's molt fir for us, and 15 to be 
beſt thought of by us. And this will appear by com- 

paring our Cootfirutian with the Characters before 
faid down. Firſt 
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1. Our Conſttution is agreeable to Scripture and 
the practice of the Primitive and Univerſal Church. 
It's agreeable to Scripture: For it owns nothing for 
Canonical, but what 18 divinely inſpired, and makes 
nothing neceſſary, but what is thereby made neceſſa- 
ry. Whatever things indifferent, and of a middle 
natureare taken in, are only uſed as indifferent, and 
what are therefore alterable in themſelves, and up 
juſt cauſes may be altered and changed, and therefore are not 
to be efleemed equal with God's Law, AS « pur. of ceremenia, 
our Church declares *. And thoſe »# ſm: bolifred, &e. 
that are in uſe are what ſhe hath the ancient Church 
for her pattern in. Her Government m the ſub- 
Nance and eſlential parts of it, is, what was unani- 
moully and univerſally the Government in the 
Church, according to the moſt ancient and authen- 
tick Records that we have in Being. ' On 
2. This conſtitution of ours is the more conſfide- 
rable, as it is what our Adverſaries of Rome do moſt 
inveigh againſt, and labour to overthrow. It is the 
weaknels of ſome to accuſe us of Popery, becauſe 
of Epiſcopacy and a Liturgy, and other things in 
which we do agree. For although they have Epi- 
ſcopacy and a Liturgy in the Church of Rome, yet 
our Epiſcopacy and Liturgy is what they bear anim- 
mortal hatred unto, neither owning the former, nor 
ſuffering their people to be preſent at the latter. For 
as long as Eprſc:pacy doth not acknowledge the Pope's 
Supremacy ; and as long as our Liturgy 18 — 
D O 


of the fopperies and. Idolatry that theirs is tuffed 
With,jit's to their reproach. This of ours isnot only 
an eſ}abliſhed, but alſo a. very regular Conſtitution, 
and bears in it ſo great a Conformity to the ancient 
order of the Church, that there xs none in the world 
which they ſo much try their skill and their practices 
upon., . And therefore whereas they let the writings 
ofthe Parte amongſt us, lye by, with fuch a kind 
of-contempy, that I remember not above. Two that 
for this Twenty years .they have vouchſafed to take 
' naftice of, and toreply to (and for which I could give 
a parjicular reaſon) in the mean time they have run 
upon the Church with all their might,and, picked out 
the Goliahs of their Party to encounter the Writers 
amongſt us : As well knowing if they could make 
them to give.ground and retreat, the day was like to 
be their own. ThisI obſerve, not todiſparage the la- 
bours of our diſſenting Brethren in that kind, but to 
ſhew wherein the ſtrength of the Proteſtant Religi- 
ons thought, even by our Adverſaries,to con{ilt. 
' 3. Qur Conſtitution doth belt ſute the Civil Go- 
yernment;, as it doth maintain the King in his Juſt 
Rights, and doth not invadethe Liberty of the Sub. 
jet. The caſe in theſe Nations formerly was, that 
the Church-conſtitution rendred the condition of 
Princes and People unſafe and perplexed ; for having 
a dependance upon, and giving themſelves over to a 
blind obedience to a Foreign _ viz. the Pope, 
there were always Jealouſics of each other, and very 
+, ; 7 turbulent 
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turbulent Fa&tions maintained to the great prejudice 
of the Kingdom; as inthe time of King Henry thel. 


' by Ayfelm, and in the time of Henry the IT: by Becker 


Arch-biſhops of Canterbury. But now the Supremacy 
being ſetled upon the King, and maintained by the 
Church, there is but one Intereſt, and the Peace of 
the Publick is thereby provided ', 1 2, 
for *. For the Church hathnow Moderanon of rhe Church 


' Laws made for the Clergy.as well ;of England. C4 2. 


as others, by the Supreme Council of the Nation,and 
is 43 much obliged to ſubmit to them when made. 
But it isevident how little theſe things are conſ1der- 
ed andreſpeted by any other Parties, in compariſon 


* of ours, and what I chooſe rather to refer «7. pureruc 


you toothers for ſattsfaftion m*, ſupra. P-339, 

4. Our preſent conſtitution doth beſt ſate the 
temper of the Nation, and which the greateſt part 
even of Diflenters would chooſe to dwell under, ra- 
ther than another. That which pretends moſtly to a 
competition with onrs is the Presbyterian, as it 1s a 
National form. But if we ſhould come toenquire 1n- 
to the inclinations of thoſe that paſs under that name, 
I dare be confident that there are very few of them 
(if any) that are ſatished with the frame that 1s laid 
down, and theorders and rules that have been obſer- 
ved m the Churches, where that way of government 
hath been eftabhſhed : or if they are, tt ts that at 


- which the peopleare generally prejudiced, and which 
the reſt of Difenters do unanimouſly complain of, 
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© and proteſt againſt : Should we come to the Con- 
gregational way, then the Churches muſt be conſiſt- 
ng of ſuch perſons ag are gathered outof Churches, 
and who are preſumed from ſome good grounds to 
be ina ſtate of grace,and that muſt oblige themſelves 
' by a particular Covenant at their firſt admiſhon. By 
oe gotonn all that ſcruple theſe terms, or that are 
not really converted, or not ſo thought by them, will 
have no relation to the Church, and-they and their 
children be no members of it. And how this would 
reliſh with the Nation in general, or other diſſenters, 
may be well conceived. Sothat either we muſt have 
no Conſtitution, or the preſent, if we willgratihe the 
greateſt part of the Nation, and even that of the Diſ- 
1enters themſelves. .For whatever other Conſtitu- 
tion is uppermoſt will have more adverſaries than 
ours, as it will have, beſidesthe other diſſenters, the 
preſent Church and the members of it to be againſc 
it, who are more in number than any other party,and 
I think I may ſay,thanall others put together. 
\- $. Qursis aconſtitution which we have had good 
experience of, and have ſeen how it hath kept its 
 ground.and bid ſuch conſtant dehance to the Church 
of Rome;that they of that Church have not been able 
to run it down with all their poo : and over 
. whom, , were it not for our divilionsat home, which 
. take up the thoughts of thoſe that are the Guardians 
. oft, :we ſhould have had ſuch advantage, as might 
- have made them weary of attempting us. There 
Hr Was 


LIMI 


before the Lord Mavor? 21 
was no reformation in theworld that was more order: 
ly begun,more regularly purſued,and more tedfaſtly 
maintained thanours. It wasthat which was water'd 
with the Blood of the Reformers, and hath for above 
this Hundred Years becn {till upheld by the unweari- 
ed endeavours of thoſe that were in place amongſt 
us. And notwithſtanding all the Popery that hath 
been charged upon us, I dare challenge any to ſhew 
ſuch Monuments of Learning and Induſtry; ſuch 


| clear detections of the Apoſtakie, and fuch ſolid: con- 


futations of the arguments of that Charch, as are ex- | 
tant, and have been writ by the Biſhops, the Clergy; 
and even the Laity ot ours. : 

6.. Inour conſtitution there 1s a capacity of the 
belt conſultation and moſt vigorous proſecution. In 
reſpect of the Church it ſelf, as there- is a due ſubor- 
dination 1n it, where the Inferiour are under the in- 
ſpeRion and command of their Superiours. And 
where the Superiours are often preſent at Debates 
in Councils, have an hand in making and paſling 
Laws, are converſant in affairs of the Nation ;- and 
ſo are in a better capacity of eſpying out and-provi- 
ding againſt the attempts of the Enemy, than if they 
were to relide upon particular Cures, and toattend. 
the buſineſs of them. For then for want of fach. 
we ſhould be an ealie prey to thoſe that had a will 
and power toſeize us. 1, 

7. I might inſiſt upon the encouragements a- 
monglt us tor Learning and Induſtry,bothiin-prepa- 

_ _ 
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ration for the ſervice of the Church in the Univer{- 
ties, and after they areadnmutted to it, in Livings,and 
Dignities ; by which means the Clergy may be in a 
capatity to furniſh themſelves with Books, and all 
neceſſary accompliſhments, And then again upon 
the care that is taken, or might be, that none but fuch 
as are competently learned be received and enter- 
tained. 

8.. Our conſtitution hath the good opinion of im- 
partial perions, fuch as Learned Proteſtants abroad, 
many of whom it hath courteoully received, cheriſh- 
ed and maintained. Indced our Church is looked 
upon as the top of the Reformation, and to which 
in difficult caſes others have made their appeals.. It 
hath been honoured by our Friends, feared by our 
Enennes, and contemned by none but our ſclves at 
home : And-how much that hath been, and 15 tothe 
damage and hazard of the Proteſtant Religion, both 
at home and abroad, might ealily be made to ap- 

ar. 
oy 9. Our conſtitution at this jun&ure and ſeaſon 1s 
our great ſecurity,and what will expoſe us to the kalt 
difturbance and danger : For whlit this ftands we 
cannot be worſe than we are, but if this be thrown 
down, God knows into what confalions we may be 
ca{t,.or whether ever we may come to a ſettlemem 
again. I am ſenſible that there are ſome that do 
with all their might endeavour the total ſubverſion 
of-it, and whom nothing leſs will content, than with 
WA Fe TT. Edom, 
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Egom, to ſay, Pl, 137.7. raſe it, raſe it,even tothe foundation 


thereof. But I would fain know what is hereby in- 
tended, whether ſuch would bring us to:confaſion 
or ſettlement? If the former, I hope all good Pro- 
teſtants of what Perſwalton foever, will look upon 
them as their mortal Enemies ; - ſince nothing then 
can be the iflue but; delraction, both: to Rebgion 
and our ſelves : For whatever they, may pretend, 
they are far from the temper and ſpirit of the Go- 
ſpel, where we ate told, 1 Cor. 14. 33. that God is 
not the Author of confuſion, but of Peace in all the Churches 
of the Saints. , If aſettlement be intended, I would 
as willingly know where they will fix ?:For it's a 
molt wretched ymprudence to- pull down the. old 
Mound, before they are provided of another, and 
to expole, us to the Boar out, of the Wwod,' andthe wild 


Beaſt of the Field to enter in, and tomake:havock of 


the Church of God, for want of a fence and (ſecu+ 
rity. If they are come to any ifſue, and are provi 


ded of a conſiitution to ſet up,. : Are: they ſecure 


rhat. this project of theirs ſhall without, delay he: tas 
ken into conlideration, and conſidered without: pary 
tiality ? Will there no controverkies ariſe about: the 
terms of Communion, or the nature and parts of 
that Government, which they would: ſubſtitute is 
the room of what they now quarrel at?; ;Can they 
ſecure us, that the frame which. they have laid will 
be better than that which they ſeck-to overthrow, 
and that upon-Expericnce, and in the curtant of as 
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many Years it ſhall not prove as faulty as what falls 
under their preſent cenſure ? Can they ſecure us, 
that their Model will take, and that all Parties that 
now joyn againſt ours, will center in theirs or that 
thoſe that diſſent from them ſhall meet with better 
quarter, or fairer uſage, when theirs 1s advanced to 
the Supremacy, than they do under ours If this 
cannot be aſſured, or ſo much as made probable, we 
had as good be where we are. | 
But ſuppoſe there could be a better conſtitution 
than what we have, and that matters might be better 
regulated ;- yet we muſt con[1der our preſent cir- 
cumſtances, in which without doubt it 1s better to 
bear with an inconvenience than a miſchief, and to 
be content to be ſecure with what we have, than to 
venture all for ſomewhat that we have not. For a 
diſſolution cannot be at this time without greater 
milſchiefs, than what can be conceived to be in the 
conſritution. It being as in a Fort, where perhaps 
the Fortifications may be made more regular, and 
contrived to. the greater ſecurity of it; but though 
this might be done in a time of peace and leiſure, yet 
to pull down the old for this purpole, whilſt the E- 
nemy is before it, would be to throw it into his poſ: 
{eſGon, and he that ſhould adviſe to it, and adven- 
ture upon it, though with a good intention, would 
do as great a miſchief, as if he conf] ired with the E- 
nemy. We are now in the midit of danger, and 


have an Enemy that is deeply concerned to let no 
lier opportunity 
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Eunny ſlip that 'may be to our damage; and 
if'we now pull :down-our conftitution, which: is 
the bulwark of our Religion; we expoſe our ſelves 
to his mercy, and he that fhould attempt it is in theſe 
circumſtances to be looked upon as no leſs dange- 
rous an F nemy, than if he were of the Party, and 
equally-concerned im the plotting our ruine, For 
my part, I had rather continue in a Town that 1s 
defenſible, though not fortified altogether to my 
mind, than neglect the preſent uſe of that, ' and be- 
take my ſelf to great conſultation to amend 'it, and 
in the mid | of all my curioſity be with Archimedes 
knockt o'th' head by the Enemy. 

So that the preſervation of the preſent Conſtitu- 
tion, how irregular foever it may ſeem to fore, will 
leſs expoſe us than the diſfolution of it. But yet 
how far it is from being really'ſo, I have before 
ſhewed. And now I ſhall proceed to the © * 

3- Third general, to ſhew what regard is tobe had 
ro ſuch a conſlitution. "If what 'T have faid be true, 
that the preſent conſtitution be the beſt qualified for 
making refiſtence to, and defending us againft the 
Church of Rome ; -if it be the common Bulwark'of 
the Proteſtant Religion amongſt us, and the great 
ſecurity of it abroad, it becomes every one that'is 
a true lover of our Religion; to'ſeck and promote 
the welfare of our conſtitution. ' - 0 OE. 
- 1 know this will be a great' piece of ſelf-denial'in 
thoſe that do diſſent from- it; 'and'that-perhapsin'fs 
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doing. they may not increaſe. orderive- any particu 
lar power to themſelves : But if it be really the in- 
tereit of our Religion, . I hope they will ſee it to be 
their- duty, and make it their endeavour, When 
the Jews were carried captive to. Babylon, they were: 
xequired ta ſeek the peace of 1he City, whither they were 
carried captive, and to pray unto” ihe Lord for it ; For, 
faith the Text, in the peace thereof ſhall ye have peace: 
Jerem.. 2 9..7- When 1n a ſtate of captivity,. and 
amongſt Heathens, they were thus obliged to have 
a reſpect to the welfare of the place and govern- 
ment.: And then much more ſhould we, when 
our Religion. is the ſame in its fundamentals, and 
the Civil. liberties are, what all are alike partakers 
of. We all ane in. the vital parts.of our Religh- 
on, we- agree that ,Popery is a. common. Enemy, 
WE agree that it is our Intereſt to. joyn apain(F it; 
And where (ball we meet, if it be not in ſome ſettle- 
mend; and in what ſhall we agree, if the preſent 
Conſtitution; will not fo far: unite us.? 

. Tam; ſenhible. that there. are many that will not 
mnderf{tand this; that are like thoſe; Lament. 4.12. 
hat:would net have believed that the adverſary, and the e- 
ery. ſhanld: have entered into the gates of Jeruſalem ; that- 
Jo, the Church of Fome what it can; it can. never 
make. its way , and: ſet. up its ftandard amongſt us. 
They. think: if they can- clear- themſelves of our- 

Churchjar- home, that: they are ſufficiently provi- 
_ d64;aguunll. danger: rom: abroad. They are ready 
ry to. 
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20: ſay;' a Tyre of Ferafalem, Eck" 268. 2: Hha'ſhe 

#: broken, that was the gates of the "Pe ple, ſhe ir" tnrntd 

uinto me, | fhall be den now B u laid waſt : 
And cach Party is apt to promiſe much to it {elf 
upon ſuch a victory and change. 

Such as theſe do watch to' break down the wo 
work thereof with Axes and Hammers, Theſe 'laboyr 
to caſt Fire into the Sanfluary, and attempt all ways 
to alienate the affections of 'the People From: the 
preſent eſtabliſhment, and to raiſe {hnders upon 
any that appear in its defence. They ate theſe 
that load t proſe Miniſtry with contempt, and 
are continually in their Pamphlets expoſing them, 
as well knowing that if they can-remove the Shep- 
herds, or make the People to believe them to be 
Wolves, they have done their bulineſs,' and the 
whole Flock 15 likely to lye at their Mercy. 

Thele are they that make way for Popety to 
enter in. For 1s it not the Miniſtry of 'the Charch 
of England, that appears 1n the ' Breach upvn all 
occaſions, that ether flings down or takes up the 
Gantlet, and that hath hitherto ſo far prevailed, 
that the Romiſh Party hath at laſt moſt quitted 
the way of Argument, and hath Jecvinjlebd the 
Conqueſt of us by Blood and. Violence, *when 
they could hot do it by Learning and Reaſon? 

if we had nothing Pit a Worldly intereſt 'to 
move us, if that were the Compaſs we ſteer by, 
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= APY baſcly inſinuate)if there were wk 
of duty in the Contention, we'might be as quiet 
25 others, and make our terms UPON As good ad- 
vantage with a Church that hath ſtore ot prefer- 
ments to- reward us, and where the Clergy. hath 
A. reverence . paid. to, them beyond what we do 
meet with; or may. expe&t.in,ours. If we would 
ſhew quarter .to- them, we are. ſenſible enough 
that. they would ſhew it to-us; But when not- 
withſtanding all aur Induſtry and Care, all our 
Pains. and. Hazard. we ſhall be Papiſts, there can 

29. ſecurity, be given. that any, are not. ſuch, and 
— leſs thoſe Gentlemen that. take. the liberty 
thus.to. aſperſe OF: ha bat 

But it is not with .us the boldneſs of theſe Per. 
fons hath. ſtopped, but they, will bring others into 
the ſame Condemnation: 

If the miſchief had Raid. with us we might be 
filent, or.-if| the State and. Religion may be ſecu- 
red, and we be: ruined alone, it might not be fo 
material. Let them. proceed. in. their calumnies 
and: miſchievous Deſigns: If that were all, I hope 
God. will give us patience to. bear, whatever they 
may throw or infli&t upon. us. But when + ud 
Government it ſelf. is aſſaulted; and things. are 
came to this paſs, that any. one. that, will-not. ſtrike 
in- with. them in all points ſhall, be'a Papiſt, and 
what not,. when a Man mult , not ſpeak for the 
Church 
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Church of England, but'he *muſt be hoyſing up, 
Sails for the” Churd off Fome, it's" time to 'refel 
ſuch a Calumny,-and to expoſe the Deſign. © *! 

O what a pleaſant ſight 1s this to the Church” 
of Rome, to ſee the Storm diverting from them- 
ſelves, and: that the: work' which hath. coft thenr 
ſach'Conſultation; Expence and Labour, [fhalt 'be: 
done: to their hands; and inſtead of the ſore dif- 
appointment, which they did 'Hourly expe; have 
no/ more to' do'but to ſtand Tſhil, and ſee the de-* 
ſtruction of-their greateſt Enemy. To ſee us by 
fack an-artifice' made” fo jealous one 'of- another, 
that we know not whom to'traſt, and*each Par-: 
ty readyto'turn the Plot upon the other; | 
- Tt 18 ft that'Mens.eyes thould'*be opened; 'and' 
be” tnade' to? ſe&'whithet: ; they are" driving, ' It's 
fit ro-put"aſtop to'the!! Danger which is coming 


upon us; / 


it, and fo {incere as 'to-abhor 'it,- as welt as' we: 
ſuch that ſee into the miſchievous confequetices. of 
theſe Proceedings. I may 'well' ſay; 1s nor the- 
hand of the Jeſuit in- all this?” what either pro: 
ceeds from them, or Men of their' temper. 
It's high time then for all ſober Perſons to look 
about them, and rather- to think of what is fit 
and neceſſary to. be done for our.common' ſafety, 
than: 
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lrtle pw ges. and, animotiticg, and; their 
preſent dillatisfactions,. til & & a.time to fin velcf 
for then. - 

It would be an bappy time to fad the Nation 
of the temper. that it was. geoerally 1 .in the time 
| Elizabeth, to have all.c conſpiring and ſery- 
ing. 10 the fame way. But lince this-is- not. 
likely to be ; let. all: {to be; over-ruled by & 
Principle. of comman tafety and, intereſt, and _ 
what may beſt ſerve to promote it ; which is,-in 
deſcading- what, is.the Bulwark: of our. Rebgion, 
by. commendipg (what | Wwe. the ud #;Þy joyning, 
with it 1n., -WE..,cany and by aiflenting With: 
rn where, i: cannot... INE to \the 1be- 

© erp an in Rebgion: there, would. nothing 
as daunt..and and Krike A ;greater texfour-jato.onr 

Adverſaries, than to Tee us ſtand up for one Con- 
Ritutipy, and . unanimoully, reſolved 'to. maintain 
that w ich the) general: Moand, angd-;Security. 
Hereby our diſeating Beethrea will give ſatisfe- 
Eon to. the Government; they - ive under, they 
will ſhew that they-are, Chriſtians and Proteſtants 
indeed. They will then ſhew themſelves worthy 
of favour, and .will prompt Authority, to hind out 
2 way to cxtend.it to theas. | 

We ſhall then begin to be One, and from be- 
ing toſſed to and fro, we ſhall be growing ——_ 

the 
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the temper and: ſlate of the Text, when the-whale 
Body fitly joyned together, and compafled by that which 
every Joynt ſupplieth, according to the effeflual working 
in the meaſure of every. part, maketh-increaſe of the Body, 
unto the edifying of. i ſe If in love. 


O Lo2d, we beſeech thee, let thy contt- 
nual Pity cleanſe and defend thy Church ; 
and becauſe it cannot continue in. Safety: 
without thy Succour , P2eſerve- it ever-. 
moe by thy Help and Goodneſs, thzough: 
Jeſus Chult our Lozd, Amen. 
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